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The cellular and animal models permit rapid advances in the understanding and treatment
of a disease; however, for the carcinoid neuroendocrine tumors, this has been a challenge
because of the paucity of models that faithfully represent the human disease. We will
review the current cellular and animal models of carcinoid NETS and highlight some key
findings from these models. We will also describe our recently developed animal models
of the carcinoid NET which closely reflect the human disease in terms of the organs
affected and some biochemical parameters of the disease. The usefulness of our models
for pre-clinical testing of various therapeutic options ranging from gene therapy to
chemotherapy will be discussed.
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